TROOPS, TWO SHIPS

Tue MARTELLO Twsn.s AEAMILIAR. SIGHT ALONG THE SOUTH COAST,
WERE INSPIRED BY THE TOwWeR AT MORTELLA PoINT, CORSICA.

IN 1794 THE BRITIBH ATTACKED THE ISLAND, OCCURIED &Y NRPOLEON.S
@OMBARDED THE TOWER BUT WERE FORCED TO
WITHPRAW AFTER SUSTAINING SERIOUS DAMAGE AND 60 CASUALTIES,

Martello Towers
A Simple Guide

DESPITE CONTINOUS HEAVY FIRING, U
THE TOWER HELD OUT FOR TWO MORE
pAys. BOTH NAVAL ANDP MILITARY
OFFICERS WERE IMPRESSED BY
TOWER'S STRENGTM.

MaANY OF THE OFFICERS WHO HAD
SERVED IN THE CORSICAN CAMPAIGN

LATER HELD IMPORTANT POSTS IN ENGLAND,
HO SUGGESTED COPIES
AND IT WAS THEY W! e

OF THE Mon:r:u.a TOWER BE
THE SOUTH COAST,

| WAS PUSHED T0 WITHIN I50 YARDS OF ITS WAWLS.

AFTF.R THE NAYY'S FAILURE, THE ARMY, UNDER

THE COMMANT OF MATOR: Gemm:. ‘Davio DuNDAS,
AND LIEUTENANT-GENERAL JoHN MORE LAID SIEGE
TO THE Tower A BATTERY OF FOUR GUNS WERE

-
MARTELLO TOWERS WERE NOT REFERRED TO AS]
SUCH UNTIL 1803. PREVIOUSLY THEY WERE
KNOWN siMPLy AS ‘SEA TOWERS, 'CORSICAN
TOWERS' OR BOME-PROOF TOWERS'

R

IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED FHAT THE NAME
MARTZLLO, INSTEAD OF
ITALIAN ORIGIN, THERE WERE SIMILAR
TOWERS 1N ETALY CALWED Tort DI MARTELLD.
TELLO IS §TALIAN FC
TOWER CONTAINED AN £ .
WAS STRUCK WITH A HAMIER.

ORTELLA 15 OF

THE REMAING OF A TreICAL

L HAaMAER EACH i
5 gor=t 50UTH CorsT MARrTewo Tower,

e W e

ENGLAND WITH [NVASION.

TowerS ALONG

COAST BETWEEN FOLKESTONE AND SEAFORD W

AT THE BEGINIKG OF THE 19TH CENTURY, NAPOLEON W@
BECOME SO POWERFUL THAT HE BEGAN THREATENING
AT A CONEERENCE HELP AT | o
ROCHESTER IT WAS PECIDED TO suu.o 73 MARTELLORY
€ MOST VULNERABLE STRETCH OF §
USSEX. ;
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TR R SR S R T i il Ji'
j ;" EACH TOWER HAD A GﬂRRISd\I
o |‘:|| ONE OFFICER AND 24 MEN. ON THe
| i i| ROOF WAS A 24 POUNDER CANNON
I‘ WHICH COULD TRAVERSE A FULL
)| cmus EnoucH suPPLIES WERE

L-‘l ‘

i l"
i CONTAINED TO N‘JTHSTHND ﬁ SIEGE

" ”*' H\"ﬂl""' S |
|
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16 DISCOVER THE RIGHT
STRENGTH OF THE WALLS,
CANNON BALLS WERE
FIRED AT THEM (NTIL A
STRENGTH WAS ACHIEVED
WHERE THEY BQWCED OFF.

..continues next page



Section through @ Martello Towe

MosT MarTeLLO
TOWERS WERE OF
SIMILAR MEASURE —
MENTS — 3B FT. HIGH,
AND WALLS I3FT
THICK AT THE BASE
ON THE SCAWARD SIDE,
TAPERING TO 6 OR BFT
AT THE TOP. ENTRANCE

First lloor plan of a typical Matlello Tower Y\r
FIREPLACE

WAS THROUGH A DOOR

20FT. FROM THE GROUND
WITH A RECTRACTABLE
LAPDPER

AT PevenNSY BAY, A SHIP WOULD FivE
BErl IN RANGE OF NO LESS THAN IS
MARTELLO TOWERS.

FIREFLACE

TO LOWER FLOOR

THE GROUND FLOOR CONTRINED THE POWDER MAGALINE
AND THE STORES. TO AVOID SPARKS AS UITTLE METAL AS
POSSIBLE WAS USED IN (TS CONSTRUCTION, POOR HINGES
AND LATCH WERE MADE OF
corPER, HALF A TON OF Pow-
PER WAS CONTRINED IN ™°
MAGALINE :

sea'

GROUND FLOOR PLAN OF

MELSON'S VICTORY AT TRAFALGAR IN IBOS ENDEP roa‘
A MARTELLO

eveRr NAPOLEON'S PREAM OF INVASION, BUT THE
MARTELLO TOWERS CONTINUED To BE BUILT BYisiz,
102 TOWERS HAD BEEN COMPLETED, INCLUDING A
LINE ALONG THE EAST COAST.

magazine

BY THE MIDDLE OF
#,| THE I9TH CENTURY
THE TOWERS HAD
BECOME OBSOLETE,
DUTCLASSED BY
DEVELOPMENTS IN
ARTILLERY. MANY
BECAME COAST-
GUARD AND
SIGNALING
STATIONS.

IN 1960, ENGLAND WAS AGAIN FACED WITH INVASION,
THE MARTELLO TOWERS WERE MANNED ONCE
AGAIN. SOME WERE USED AS OBSERVATION POETS
AND SOME EVEN HAD GUNS MOUNTED IN
THEM, <

OF e 26 Towers guiLT IN Kent,
ONLY 16 ARE STILL STANDING. £
o




