Martello Towers

An lllustrated Guide

Tue MarTello TOWERS, A FAMILIAR SIGHT ALONG THE SOUTH COAST,
WERE INSPIRED 8Y THE TOweR AT MOrTELLA PoinT, CORSICA. ;
IN 1794 THE BRITIBH ATTACKED THE ISLAND, 0CCURIED &Y INAPOLEONS
TWo SHIPS BOMBARDEP THE TOWER BUT WERE FORCED TO

TROOPS, g
WITHPRAW AFTER SUSTAINING SERIOUS DAMAGE AND

Friends of
Martello24

Deseive conTINOUS HEAVY FIRING, \
THE TOWER HELD OUT FOR TWO MORE
pAys. BOTH NAVAL AND MILITARY
OFFICERS WERE IMPRESSED aY

60 CASUALTIES, TOWER'S STRENGTH.

AFTeR THE NAvY's FAILURE, THE ARMyY, UNDER
THE commaAanT OF MATOR- GENERaL DAvip DUNDAS,
AND LiEuTENANT-GEvERAL JoHN MORE LAID SIEGE
& TD THE Tower, A BATTERY OF FOUR GUNS WERE
WAS PUSHED TO WITHIN 15O YRRDS OF ITS WAWS.

AT THE BEGINIKG OF THE I9TH CENTURY, NAPOLEON HAD
BECOME SO POWERFUL THAT HE BEGAN THREATENING
ENGLAND WITH IMASION. AT A CONFERENCE HELD AT
ROCHESTER IT WAS PECIDED TO BOILD 73 MARTELLO)
TowerS ALONG

COAST BETWEEN FOLKESTONE AND SEAFORD W

USSEX.
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Jyi EACH TOWER HAD A camalsdu OF
il oNE OFFICER AND 2.4 MeN. ON THe
| ROOF WAS A Z4 POUNDER CANNON
||‘ WHICH COULD TRAVERSE A FULL
I
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CIRCLE, ENOUGH SUPPLIES WERE
I! CONTAINED TO WITHSTAND A SIEGE,
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STRENGTH OF ThHE WAWS,
CANMON BALLS WERE
FIRED AT THEM LATIL A
STRENGTH WAS ACHIEVED
WHERE THEY BQNCED OFF

MaNY OF THE OFFICERS WHO HAD
SERVED IN THE CORSICAN CAMPAIGN
LATER HELD IMPORTANT POSTS IN ENGLAND,
AND IT WAS THEY WHO SUGGESTED COPIES
OF THE MorTeua TOWER BE BUILT ALONG
THE SOUTH COAST. ~ y

-
MARTELLO TOWERS WERE NOT REFERRED TO as]

SUCH UNTIL 1803. PREVIOUSLY THEY WERE
KNOWN SIMPLY A5 'SEATOWERS,'CORSICAN
TOWERS' DR GOMB-PROOF TOWERS
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IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT THE NAME . - - i

MARTZLLO, INSTEAD OF MORTELLA 15 OF o [ gl mer==aseny
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A wF‘IJ'Zf,U;HIS ?"?-'IJ‘;LFRNLEFG;:-. HSM!-"ER&ERCH O s THE REMAINS OF A TYPICAL

TOWER CONTAINED AN Riwi™M BELL WHICH S © - SOUTH COAST Marrewo Tower,

WAS STRUCK WITH A HAMINER, 4 R N g e e

...continues overleaf
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First toor plan of a typical Mattelio Tower \
FIREPLACE

Section through @ Martello Yowes

Most MarTeLLo
TOwWERS WERE OF
SIMILAR MEASURE -
MENTS — 35 FT, HIGH,
AND WALLS I3FT
THICK AT THE BASE
ON THE SCAWARD SIDE,
TRPERING TO 6 OR &FT
AT THE TOP ENTRANCE
WAS THROUGH A POOR
20FT FROM THE GRDUND
WITH A RECTRACTARLE
LADDER

STAIRWAY

AT PevenSY BAY, A SHIP WOULD FiVE
BE««I IN RANGE OF NO LESG THAN IS FIREPLACE
MARTELLO TOWERS.

TO LOWER FLOOR
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T chou 1008 CONTNED THE FOLPER IR nouno ooR LN OF | Nasors weeq sr Teamuate iiscs, s FoR \(
POSSIBLE WAS USED IN TS CONSTRUCTION. DOOR HINGES : A MARTELLO 3 || MARTELLO TOWERS CONTINUED TO B BUILT BYisiz,
AND LATCH WERE MADE OF - s ' 103 TOWERS HAD BEEN COMPLETED, INCLUDING A
COPPER, HALF A TON OF Pow- LINE ALONG THE EAST COAST.

PER WAS CONTRINED IN T
MAGALINE :

IN 1960, ENGLRAP WAS AGAIN FACED WITH INVASION, MarTeLlo TowER NO. 24 AT DYMCHURCH.

THE MIDDLE OF e THE MARTELLO TOWERS WERE MANNED ONCE
> %{c Hgm CENTURY AGAIN. SOME WERE USED AS OBSERVATION FOATS
¥i THE TOWERG HAD o ANP SOME EVEN HAD GUNS MOUNTED IN
BECOME OBSOLETE, & THEM, - .
DUTCLASSED BY L5 z s

DEVELOPMENTS IN
ARTILLERY MaANY
BECAME COAST-
GUARD AND
SIGNALING
STATIONS.

Or THE 26 Toweas BUILT IN Kent,
ONLY 16 ARE STILL STANDING.
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Published by Friends of Martello24

The Friends of Martello24, a Registered Charity, was set up in 2017 as a trust to advance

the education of the public in the history and heritage of Martello Tower No. 24.

Find out more about us and the tower by visiting our website www.martell24.net
Please support our work by making a donation in the boxes provided



http://www.martell24.net/

